Compare and Contrast

We use compare when we look at how things are both alike and different. We use contrast when we focus on differences alone. We often compare how two characters or settings within a story are similar in some ways and different in others. Alternatively, we can compare the work of a single author or of different authors to see how characters or settings or themes from one book compare to characters or settings or themes from another.

An on-target compare and contrast journal response follows the rubric:

· Use the title of the book in the first sentence.

· Write a topic sentence that identifies the main character or setting or scene or theme.

· Write at least one sentence that describes how the character or setting or scene or theme are alike. Go beyond the most obvious information to a deeper level of analysis.
· Write at least two sentences that describes how the character or setting or scene or theme are different.
· Go beyond the most obvious information to a deeper level of analysis.
· Write a supporting sentence giving at least one example from the text to back up each description and analysis. 

· Cite each example from the text with its page number. If you quote from the text, quote exactly and use quotation marks.

· Use sensible transition words.

· Write a concluding statement at the end.

· Write complete sentences that follow conventions of capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

· Follow MLA format.

Outline of minimum paragraph:

topic statement—a sentence that presents your position

one sentence about how the character or setting or scene or theme are alike

sentence of support with example from text (cite page number)

first sentence about how the character or setting or scene or theme are different

sentence of support with example from text (cite page number)

second sentence about how the character or setting or scene or theme are different

sentence of support with example from text (cite page number)

concluding statement—a sentence that sums up your position

