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The Roman Empire abandoned England … in the AD 400s.

Germanic Angles, Saxons, and Jutes … took over from the Celts. 
In 800—and—86 … King Alfred of Wessex

United the kingdoms, defeated the Danes—

We call him Alfred the Great.

From 871 to 899 … Alfred ruled in England.
He had scholars write a history … the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.

His kingdom came to be called Angleland … but we call it England.
The last Anglo-Saxon king was Edward the Confessor.

He died in 1066.

Three rivals tried to claim his throne … one was William, Duke of Normandy.

With 6000 soldiers from France … in 1066 he invaded.

He defeated Harold Godwinson … at the Battle of Hastings.

The victory won him the English crown.

We call him William the Conqueror.

William ruled with Norman vassals … and the help of sheriffs.
He took a census of the land … entered in the Domesday Book.

The court and nobles all spoke French … which Anglo-Saxons resented.

Eventually the words got shuffled together

And formed the language we call English.

1100 to 1135 … Will’s son Henry the First
Created a treasury, the royal exchequer … to collect taxes with authority.

The English system of common law … was established by Henry the Second
With grand juries first and petit juries second

To establish guilt or innocence.

Thomas à Becket was Henry’s friend … and archbishop of Canterbury.
He objected when the king decided .. to try clergy in his courtrooms.

Henry got mad and said something bad … (like) “Who will rid me of him?”

Four knights, thinking they followed orders,
Murdered Becket praying.
Henry II ruled western France … as well as all of England.  

His wife was Eleanor of Aquitaine … the former wife of a French king.

She owned a lot of land herself … in southwestern France.

Though their marriage was far from good, 

She influenced their two sons.
Richard the Lionheart went to fight … in one of the Crusades.

His brother John lost land in France … then he increased taxes.

He punished his enemies without trials … which bothered all the nobles.

In 1215 they forced him to sign

The Magna Carta—the Great Charter.

The middle class emerged in towns … doing trade and business.

Henry the Third added knights and burgesses … to the Great Council—“Parliament.”

In 1295 his son Edward I … added more representatives.
They met to advise and petition the king

By 1400 in two groups.
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Hugh Capet, in 987, seized the Carolingian throne.

His dynasty lasted 300 years though he had little land.
By 1100 the French established a principle:
The oldest son inherits

The oldest son inherits

The oldest son inherits—

Primogeniture.

In 1108, Louis the Sixth became king.

He gave French towns more rights and self-government.
He put townsmen and clergy on his court of advisors.

They were loyal to him

They were loyal to him

They were loyal to him

Instead of feudal lords.

From 1180 Philip Augustus
Strengthened the monarchy though he was just fifteen.

He married for territory and took back land from England. 

He weakened power of feudal lords

He weakened power of feudal lords

He weakened power of feudal lords

With his royal army.

In 1226 Louis the Ninth became the French king.
He made royal courts supreme and said only he could mint coins.

He banned private warfare and carrying of weapons.
He was very religious

He was very religious

He was very religious

With high moral character.

Handsome Philip the Fourth was nicknamed Philip the Fair.

He went to war and defeated both England and Flanders.

He taxed the clergy even when the pope opposed him.

With nobles, clergy and townfolk

With nobles, clergy and townfolk

With nobles, clergy and townfolk

He made the Estates-General.

(First Estate Nobles, Second Estate Clergy, Third Estate Townspeople … later in history the French added the “Fourth Estate”—newspaper reporters)
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Otto the Great of Germany tried to restore the empire.

He beat the Magyars at Lechfeld in AD 955.
He set his sights on Italy. 

The pope got him to help there.

And in return the pope crowned Otto

The Holy Roman Emperor.

Otto deposed and appointed popes, but popes said they could anoint kings.

Slavic states and Hungary, too, fought often with the Germans.

The German lords were very strong

And also fought their rulers,

So the Holy Roman Emperor

Didn’t have much power.
Pope Greg the Seventh in 1073 said “no more lay investiture.”
But Henry the Fourth, the German king, disagreed and said no.

The pope proclaimed the king deposed, 

And Henry gave in to him.

He went to Rome 

Through winter snows

And got the pope’s forgiveness.

The emperors in Germany continued fighting popes.

In 1122 AD, they finally compromised.

At the Concordat of Worms they said
The emperor could name bishops,

But the pope could veto the unworthy—

That’s how they left things settled.

