Medieval Revival

(to the tune of “White Christmas”)

Peasants were plowing with a heavier plow now

And using a horse instead of ox.

They could go much faster and grow so much more food

That Europe’s population increased.

With nobles they cleared forests and drained swamps

And built villages on the new-claimed land.

Towns, revived, caused trade to ex~pand

Along repaired and rebuilt Roman roads.

Italian towns after AD 1200

Like Venice, Pisa, and Genoa,

Brought silks and spices from Asia to Europe 

By controlling all Mediterranean trade.

The center for trade for northern Europe

Was the region of Flanders (now Belgium).


They made textiles for Middle Eastern mar~kets


To trade for porcelain, silver, and silk.

To control trade with eastern Europe

Coming through North Atlantic routes,

People on the Baltic coast, got together with their folks

And formed the Hanseatic League.

Every year merchants met at trade fairs

At places convenient to travel routes.


The lords charged them taxes and ~fees


But offered protection to them too.

The most famous fair was at the crossroads

That met in the middle of Europe’s west.

At Champagne in France, the merchants gathered

For four to six weeks every year!

Early merchants used the barter system.

With no money they simply traded goods.


But the system was impractical at ~best


Since some merchants would only accept cash.

Having an economy based on cash transactions

Changed the ways that trade and business worked.

Banks formed to convert cash, to transfer funds or make loans,

Mostly run by Italians or by Jews.

Kings, nobles, and clergy paid their expenses

By going to banks to take out loans.


They raised taxes or sold land to ~serfs,


And the feudal system declined.

