
 

 

I.   Use different kinds of sentences 

 

 A.   Subject-verb    Subject-verb-predicate nominative 

  Subject-verb-direct object  Subject-verb-predicate adjective 

 

 B.   Short, medium, and long 

 

       C.   Simple (one independent clause) 

 

    Compound (two or more independent clauses) 

    1.   Use a comma and a conjunction: 

          and or yet either/or  both/and 

   but nor so neither/nor  not only/but also 

    for 

   2.   Use a semicolon 

 

   Complex (one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses) 

 

    Compound-complex (two or more independent clauses and one or more 

   dependent clauses) 

 

 II.   Use different kinds of sentence openings 

 

       A.   Adjective and compound adjective (use a comma) 

             Adverb and compound adverb (generally use a comma) 

 

        B.   Adverb clause (use a subordinating conjunction and comma) 

     after  because  if  though  when 

     although      before   since          unless         whether 

      as       even though                 so that       until            while 

 

        C.   Prepositional phrase 

      

about before concerning like  through 

above behind despite near to 

across below down of toward 

after beneath during off under 

against beside except on unlike 

along besides for out until 

amid between from outside up 

among beyond in over with 

around but  inside past within 

at by into since without 

 

        D.   Participial phrase (use an -ing verb and a comma)  



 

 

III.   Use other interesting devices 

 

        A.   Appositive (use commas) 

 

        B.   Relative clauses (commas on both sides or not at all) 

     who (use with people) 

     which (use with things) 

     that (use with either) 

 

        C.   Simile (compare two things using “like” or “as”) 

     Metaphor (compare two things directly, without “like” or “as”) 

     Hyperbole (exaggerate for effect) 

     Personification (treat animals or things as if they were human) 

     Alliteration (words in a row that start with the same sound) 

     Onomatopoeia (words that sound like the sound they name—“squish”) 

 

 


