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In the past we used to call a list of resources a “bibliography.” But the MLA Handbook doesn’t 
use that term any more. Why? “Biblio” means “book” and “graph” means “to write,” so a 
bibliography is a written list of the books used. But we now use many more types of resources—
far more than just books. So now we call it a “List of Works” instead of a bibliography. 
 
In the body of your presentation you should cite resources from your list of works. That’s how 
you give credit for quotations or ideas that you found in your research and used in your 
presentation. (Basically, you put author of the source along with the page number, if available, in 
parentheses next to a quotation or next to any place you used an idea from a source—see “How 
to Cite a Resource.”)  
 
If you cited each work in your list of works within the body of your presentation, then you would 
call your list or works a “List of Works Cited.” However, chances are that you will research 
more material than you will use directly in preparing your presentation. You will gain valuable 
background information from many sources, but you will not necessarily find a “gem” in each 
resource that you feel you need to include directly in your presentation. Therefore, you may not 
cite each source. In that case, you will call your list a “List of Works Consulted.” 
 


