Frankish Rulers

(to the tune of “Casey Jones”)

Clovis was … the first Merovingian, 

A brutal, wily warrior who was king of all the Franks.

He was the first Germanic ruler to accept Catholicism.

His victories and conversion gave his throne stability.

By 714 … a new mayor of the palace,

Charles Martel—called “Charles the Hammer,” too—

At the Battle of Tours stopped the Muslim advance in France,

And that meant Christianity stayed Europe’s main religion.

Pepin the Short—the next king after Charles—

Got anointed by the Pope as king of all the Franks.

Western Europe’s politics and Catholicism

Were bound up together more closely than before.

The next Frankish king … was the son of Pepin the Short—

Charlemagne, known as Charles the Great.

His name in Latin was Carolus Magnus,

And so his dynasty was called Carolingian.

Charlemagne … nearly doubled his kingdom

Into Germany, France, Spain, and Italy.

It got so big, it was called the Frankish Empire,

And most of Western Europe was under his government.

Charlemagne … defended Pope Leo the Third,

So Leo crowned Charlemagne the Roman emperor.

Charlemagne was happy to have the new position,

But he didn’t like it looking like the pope had higher power.

Charlemagne’s empire … lasted as long as he did.

His death in 814 left a void no son could fill.

When Louis the Pious died, his three sons started feuding

Over who would gain control of their grandpa’s vast empire.

In 843 … the treaty of Verdun

Divided into three all the Carolingian lands.

Charles got France, and Louis got Germany,

And Lothar took the middle including northern Italy.

While they fought … there were threats against the empire.

Muslims grabbed parts of Italy.

The Slavs marched east to invade central Europe,

And the Magyars came from Asia trailing havoc in their wake.

But Viking warriors … were the scariest invaders.

Their longboats could navigate both rivers and the sea,

Attacking and withdrawing, they bypassed all defenses.

They showed no mercy to their victims and they fought ferociously.

Dividing up the empire … and fighting off invaders

Left communities weakened, isolated, and alone.

Trade declined.  The economy was shaky.

As the kings lost authority, feudalism started in.

