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I know a Christian community
  
a Protestant Christian community
 
a Protestant Christian community
led by Calvin in Switzerland.

Where John Calvin received an education in law, theology, and humanism,

and studied the Bible carefully to formulate his own theology.

Where he wrote The Institutes of Christian Religion, a popular book,

that influenced religious reformers in Europe and America.

Where he established a powerful and influential Reformed group in the city of Geneva

and tried to turn the city into a model religious community.

Where he established the Consistory, a council of 12 church elders,

with power to control nearly all aspects of the people’s lives.

Where all citizens were required to attend the Reformed church several days a week

to meet together and to sing and to hear the preaching and to pray.
Where drunkenness, fighting, gambling, swearing, dancing, and card playing weren’t allowed,

and punishments for those who disobeyed were often very harsh.

Where people came from all over Europe to see how a theocracy worked,

and they left impressed, giving Geneva the title of “City of God.”

Where the church was led by council members and men who were elected,

so its democratic structure complemented the later moves to democracies.
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