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has to fit the History Day 





Your topic should be something you want to learn about.

You need to be:

· dedicated 

· motivated 

· passionate

· willing to spend time on it 

Each part of the theme is crucial:

· Revolution

· Reaction

· Reform

Make sure your revolution, reaction, and reform changed history!

To make it easier to get good PRIMARY RESOURCES,

pick a topic that involves people who spoke a language you can read and understand and that took place in the 1800s or 1900s (or at least after the invention of the printing press).

Create a powerful and focused


that evolves and improves as you work on your project.

Your thesis statement introduces your topic, but it also lays out your position.  

You will argue and give evidence in support of your thesis—you want to persuade those who see your project that you are right!

Your THESIS STATEMENT is your target.  It’s the heart 

of your project.

It’s what you want to make people believe!  


You have to include the context of your topic. What were the historic events that led up to it?  What was the background? Why did it happen? What caused it?


You have to include the WHO/WHAT/WHEN/WHERE of your topic.  You have to analyze multiple perspectives—

positives and negatives.
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You have to include the effects of your topic on history. What were the historic events that followed it? What were the consequences

—short and long-term?
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You need to find sources and:

· read or examine

· understand and interpret

· analyze

· take notes
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include material from the time—eyewitness or contemporary accounts or records

PRIMARY SOURCES can be:

· a diary or journal

· a news or magazine article from the time

· photos or films done at the time

· an interview with someone who was there
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are the result of someone else examining and organizing the material after the event 

SECONDARY SOURCES can be:

· a textbook or nonfiction book

· a news or magazine article from a later time

· photos or films done later

· an interview with an expert

· (an encyclopedia article)
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You will create a bibliography

—a list of all your sources—divided into two sections.  The first section will be for PRIMARY and second for SECONDARY.
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Use the MLA guide!

As soon as you find a source that you think is worth using, create an entry sheet for your bibliography (or at least copy the information you will need to create the entry—for example, photocopy the title and copyright pages of a book).
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You may use note cards or a variety of on-line tools.

DO NOT COPY!  Put the ideas down briefly in your own words.

Use phrases, not sentences.
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However, you are allowed to copy selections word for word that you will quote in your project: 

· short, concise, focused

· excellent supporting evidence
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After you have examined and interpreted and analyzed each source, finish writing the bibliography entry for the source and add your annotation.
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· Number of original words allowed varies based on project you choose to do

· Add quoted material (in addition to the words you wrote yourself)
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Required for everyone except for those students who choose to write a historical research paper.


Do NOT decide what kind of project you want to do until AFTER you have finished your research.

Let your MATERIAL
dictate which method of presentation is best.
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Do you have LOTS of quotes plus LOTS of visual materials? 

· photos and drawings

· charts, diagrams, and maps

· 3-D models or artifacts
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Do you have LOTS 

of quotes but hardly 

any visual materials? 

Do you love expressing yourself in written language? 
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Do you have LOTS 

of quotes and visuals? 

· photos and drawings

· charts, diagrams, and maps

· video and sound clips
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Do you have LOTS of quotes and visuals, plus LOTS of time? 

· photos and drawings

· charts, diagrams, and maps

· video and sound clips
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Is using dialog and narration the best way to present your material?

Do you have access to costumes and props that would make your topic come alive?
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You have to carry and set up your project and props.  If you go to Nationals, you have to mail them!

You need to bring a “first aid kit” 

to repair your project.


DUE


EARLY!





DUE


EARLY!








